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P
by PETER BONFIELD
Managing Director

ICLS COMMITMENT to innovation and excel-

lence has reached new heights with the a

ments on mainframes covered in this special issue of

ICL News.

The revolutionary new designs are part
strategy aimed at protection of customer in
which is a major marketing strength of 1C

It has always been a major concern of customers
that money they spend today on hardware and

software will not be wasted when they
upgrade their systems,

Our commitment to the VME operating system
gives them this forward compatability—and our

commitment to open standards gives th

greater choice of peripherals and software.

Added to that, we have again shown

innovative capabilities . . . with the new CMOS and
ECL chips which give far greater power in less space.
with the MACROLAN local area network which isa
world first in the use of fibre optic technology, and
with OSLAN which sets new standards of

interconnection.
There has been innovation, too, in the

range of cabinets which are a totally new use of

plastic foam, and also in a whole range

safeguards which have been built into the systems

and the manufacturing processes.

It is a new era for mainframes— but the key words

are innovation in the designs but evolu
revolution, for our customers. That is

existing and new customers, at all levels, can upgrade

their systems 1o suil their needs and take a
of the breakthroughs we have made.

These breakthroughs ape a tribute to the many

research, design and development teams in

have worked so hard/to make today’s announce-
more than 1,000 employees in all.

ments possible
This commitment to design and

innovation, I believe, has given ICL a significant

lead on the competition.
Our job now is to put that message acrc
world loud and clear.
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ICL HAS UNVEILED the mainframe products and strategies
to serve the world into the 1990s.

before.

more than a decade ago.

HIGHLIGHTS ARE:

o A new peneration of mainframes
called Series 39. It includes two
entirely new machines which
bear the first fruits of our
collaboration with Fujitsu. They
are:

e The Level 80 mainframe, pre-
viously code-named Estriel,
which can execute up to 13
million calculations a second. It
is the most powerful machine
ever developed and produced

by ICL.
e The Level 30 mainframe, code-
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Together they give more power, faster access to information,
more storage capacity and far greater flexibility than ever

It is the most comprehensive and important announcement
from ICL on mainframes since the 2900 Series was launched

named DM, a powerful main-
frame designed to be used in an
ordinary office environment. It
is the first ICL mainframe you
don't have to keep in an air-
cooled computer room. It takes
ICL way ahead of the competi-
tion in taking computer power
out of the computer room.
e A new IucaF area network,
MACROLAN—this uses a cable
only 5mm in diameter to trans-
mit information at the speed of
light—up to 1,250 A4 pages of
data a second. Itis aworld firstin
the use of fibre optic technology
and links the mainframes to high
speed peripherals such as disc
drives at distances of up to 1,500
metres. It also links mainframe
to mainframe in larger systems.
e A new range of disc drive units
able to store up to 2,500
Megabytes of information in one
cabinet—over a million A4
pages of data.
o (Other new peripherals including
a printer able to print 2,000 lines
a minute and new Tape Decks.
But they are only part of the
story.
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